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PUZZLES AND PROBLEMS
of the most fascinating features of the ancient
civilizations of America Is the mystery that shrouds
them. At every turn, as we study these past civiliza-
tions, we come face to face with problems that appear
to be impossible of solution. Innumerable theories,
suppositions and surmises have been offered, and
while many at first sight seem reasonable, yet when
we examine and analyze them we find that there is
scarcely one that fully meets the requirements. Con-
sidering the vast amount of work and study which
has been devoted to the ancient American civiliza-
tions, it Is simply amazing to find how little we actu-
ally know. We do not even know the origin of any
one of the races which rose to such heights; we do not
know positively to what race or stocks they belonged;
we do not know when their civilizations or their cul-
tures commenced, and, with one or two exceptions, we
do not know when they ended or what brought about
their downfall. We find ruins of magnificent pal-
aces, splendid temples, great monuments, wonderful
Idols, ornate tombs; cemeteries containing thousands
of burials, and evidences of a vast population, in ft
certain area. But there is no history, no tradition,
nothing to show us who the people were or whence
they came. And there Is nothing to indicate the steps
by which they reached their civilizations.